
The benefits of the “cloud” vs IT Hardware 
 
Increase your information security, lower your square-footage requirements, boost 
workforce mobility, stay on top of patches and system updates, upgrade your speed and 
reduce your costs. Wow! I don’t know what this ad is for, but I definitely want the product, 
right? 
  
 

 

Moving to the cloud allows for all of this and increases your flexibility, meaning you can get more 
processing speed when you need it most and pay a lower amount for all the time you don’t need to 
operate at warp speed. You also get top-notch cyber security—the kind you could not afford if you 
were to try to do it in-house—and continuous backup and access to your data. You can even move to 
lower-end hardware since the heavy work is done off-site. 
  
By letting go of your hardware-centric mindset, you can free your staff to speedily and aptly meet 
residents’ needs, deal with vendor questions, negotiate with financial partners and run a zillion 
applications. Your desktop computers and room of servers are no longer in charge of your schedules, 
contracts, finances or communications. Your employees are. Isn’t that empowering? 
  
Your work processes become ultraportable when you move to the cloud, and you can get access to 
your data and programs on tablets and phones. Your heavy, office-bound operations can be 
fundamentally changed, allowing for more collaboration, greater off-site access, and easier meetings 
and training with non-local people. You might also consider how much more attractive your office 
space can become once you rid it of those boxy workstations. 
  
Costs for high-quality data storage, cyber security and disaster recovery could also be reduced by a 
shift to the cloud. 
  
Looking to the future, apartment building owners and condominium associations might want to start 
thinking about the potential for full-building automation—the so-called “smart building.” Cloud 
technology offers promising developments for energy management and capital plant controls. Think of 
the possibilities for shared-energy technology, where part of your energy supply comes from solar or 
other quickly renewable resources and part comes from traditional resources—all automatically fed to 
your building based on continuous information flow and analysis done via cloud interface. Your 
broadband might eventually be controlled this way—maybe even your employees’ work hours will be. 
Can you imagine shared specialists who are on call for maintenance repairs, apartment showings, and 
other immediate needs in the way that Uber drivers are available to those needing rides? How about 
appliances that communicate via the cloud when they are about to break down or roofs or pipes that 
can let you know when they spring a leak? 
  
The potential application of cloud-based technology is enormous for multifamily residential properties. 
But it requires somebody on your staff to think through the possibilities. You need to think big—what 
do I wish for. If it isn’t already available, there are people out there waiting to develop it and deploy it. 
  
We are really at a point in the evolution of technology where multiunit residential building owners and 
managers can fulfill their vision for their operations and living environment. It’s a matter of mapping 
out your dreams and seeing how those can be realized through the ever-unfolding world of cloud 
computing. 

Posted by Global Administrator on 4/5/2016 7:47:23 AM 
 




